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which made it almost a sacrament. The first exarrple of this in France
was the knighting of Amaury, son of Simon de Montfort, in 1213 by two
bishops. The chronicler who narrates it thought it very unusual, but it
may have been in use earlier elsewhere, as M. Leon Gautier tells us that
there is a manuscript giving the prayers for the ceremony which is not
later than 1050, and probably earlier. In the Empire also dignitaries of
the Church sometimes conferred knighthood.

The ceremony was generally reserved for some important occasion, one
of the great festivals of the Church, or a public function, such as a coro-
nation or a royal wedding. Knighting on the battle-field was always in
fashion; it was as simple as possible, and consisted merely of the accolade
and a few words pronouncing the squire a knight in the name of God,
This method was also sometimes used in time of peace; it was thus that
the Duke of Burgundy knighted Jacques de Lalain before his feat of arms
with a Sicilian.

The usual age for knighthood was twenty-one, the legal majority, but
it was sometimes bestowed on younger persons for special reasons. St Louis
knighted the Prince of Antioch when he was only sixteen, but he was
very "discreet."

Noble birth was a necessary qualification for knighthood, and was
only dispensed with under exceptional circumstances. Chivalry was an
extremely aristocratic institution when thoroughly developed, and this
tended to foster pride of birth, and a determination to uphold the honour
of the Order. In this sense it was very exclusive, but in another it was
quite the reverse; it was diffused throughout the whole of Christendom,
and its laws were the same in all countries. Consequently difference of
nationality was no bar to intercourse among knights, and they formed
something very like an international brotherhood. It was by no means
unusual for them to visit foreign countries to perform feats of arms, and
there was a feeling of comradeship even among enemies. In 1387 the
English were fighting on the side of the Portuguese, and the French were
assisting their adversaries, the Spaniards, but the French commander made
good company with the English, as noble men of arms would, said Froissart,
and an Englishman and a Frenchman jousted together before the King
and Queen of Portugal and the Duke of Lancaster.

Just as the ceremony of initiation was at first very simple and after-
wards became more elaborate, so too the Order itself developed greatly in
the course of time. This change was partly due to the growth of civilisation,
but there were also special causes for it, and among these we must place
the Crusades. They created a demand for an increased number of knights,
and the leaders of the expeditions took hired soldiers with them, knights
serving for money, but on an honourable footing. Joinville had nine
knights in his pay in the Holy Land, and he himself was in the service of
St Louis. Failure to pay their wages was inevitably followed by defection,
and liberality was a necessary quality in their employers, so perhaps for